
Identity is personal; it can also have wider implications. Through my story and by 
bringing to light the long history of conversion and assimilation behind the Mischlinge (a 
derogatory Nazi term for those neither fully Jewish nor fully Aryan), before, during and 
after the Holocaust, I hope to inspire reflection and tolerance. My personal history and 
my experiences of my family's history are the starting point for this performance project.

The Mischlinge Exposé is a many-layered multimedia performance centering 
around my family's history and my personal experience with Judaism. The program 
features the music of German-Jewish-born composers Felix Mendelssohn, Arnold 
Schoenberg, Alexander Zemlinsky, and Hanns Eisler. The works contextualize video and 
audio testimony of my father, Horace J. Enger, and my godmother, Rosemarie Steinfeld's, 
experiences in Germany after the Nuremberg Laws were passed (both were labeled 
"Mischling, Grade A," by the Nazis). Readings of text by Rahel Varnhagen and Heinrich 
Heine, both converts to Christianity who felt deeply conflicted after their conversion, 
show the turmoil that may have made its way into the music. Works by contemporary 
Israeli composers Paul Ben-Haim and Lior Navok offer a glimpse of Israel, where my 
father's fully Jewish cousin emigrated during the war to escape Germany. Through the 
lens of historical context and the artistic and poetic testimony of prominent converts, the 
performance traces my family story of conversion from Judaism to Christianity and back 
to Judaism.

Bringing the project into the present day, I am thrilled to be commissioning a new 
20-minute work from acclaimed composer Bruce Adolphe. Bruce's piece will bring the 
emotional landscape of my family's wartime experiences to life in the context of pre-war 
German Jewish culture, serving as the second generation to the pieces included in the 
project. It may sound like a private subject, but from the personal comes the universal. I 
hope that by setting one family's story to music, this new work will offer a space for each 
listener to explore, finding room for their own stories of exclusion and inclusion, hardship 
and homecoming. 

The Mischlinge Exposé is available as a live performance, a presentation with recorded 
music and video, and an interactive talk. I am interested in meeting with audiences on 



college campuses, students at JCCs and high schools with Holocaust Studies and 
Tolerance programs.  For a list of more than ten past and upcoming performances, please 
consult my concert calendar: www.carolynenger.com/calendar.html

Technical requirements:

A projector and screen, to display video in one of two ways: 1) a DVD player with 
connection to a stereo sound system or 2) an HDMI/lightning bolt connection from an 
Apple laptop to the projector and 1/8 inch cable connected to the stereo sound system. 
Carolyn performs on piano as the video and audio testimony play on the projector screen 
and sound system. 

Video Previews:

• Project Trailer
• Heinrich Heine
• Kaplan JCC on the Palisades (Tenafly, NJ)
• University of Chicago
• Full presentation and performance courtesy of a live-streamed video at the Chicago 

Theological Seminary

Audio Interviews and Previews:
• WWFM A Tempo Interview with Rachel Katz
• The Quick Background
• StoryCorps Interview
• Performance Playlist

Press Articles:
• Jewish Link Press
• New Jersey News
• Jewish Standard

http://www.carolynenger.com/calendar.html
https://youtu.be/BCWOYaE-fCE
https://youtu.be/zsWfrv3gT0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWGpGwCA_s8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vgd1rNXy2zQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdynAUq9r2w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdynAUq9r2w
https://soundcloud.com/carolynenger/mischlinge-expose-wwfm-a-tempo
https://soundcloud.com/carolynenger/story-behind-mischlinge-expose
https://soundcloud.com/carolynenger/storycorps-interview
https://soundcloud.com/carolynenger/sets/mischlingexpose
http://www.jewishlinknj.com/features/17642-matza-on-the-rocks
http://njjewishnews.com/article/33124/descendant-of-mischling-delves-into-jewish-past%23.WcAXt9OGMUG
http://jewishstandard.timesofisrael.com/the-mischlinge-expose/

